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We Rise Up Stronger

Dear Friends, 

2020 was a year like no other. As I look back at the year’s 
overwhelming challenges, I’m also struck by the bright spots — 
the moments of hope and connection that sustained us.

For me, Rise Up’s dedicated team and powerful network of leaders 
were crucial sources of hope and strength throughout 2020. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit, our amazing Rise Up team pivoted 
quickly — adapting our curriculum to deliver our first-ever virtual 
accelerators, providing flexible funding to our Rise Up Leaders, and 
creating new resources and spaces to support their important work.

In the face of enormous obstacles, Rise Up Leaders improved the 
lives of 4.7 million people in 2020 by successfully advocating for 
16 new and improved laws, policies, and programs. With Rise Up’s 
support, these courageous leaders expanded access to education 
and healthcare for girls and women, and advocated for their rights on 
national and international platforms.

With your support, Rise Up launched new programs in Brazil and 
South Africa, welcomed 89 new visionary local leaders to our global 
network, and provided over $600,000 in grants to Rise Up Leaders 
and their organizations in 2020. We were also honored to have Rise 
Up’s award-winning model highlighted in the United Nation’s report 
When Children Take the Lead and the Stanford Social Innovation 

Review.

The impacts of the pandemic are deep and long-lasting, but together 
we are rising up stronger to create a brighter future. Rise Up’s work 
to improve the lives of women and girls would not be possible 
without generous support from our strategic partners and donors. 
I am deeply thankful to you and proud of what we accomplished 
together.

With gratitude and hope for the road ahead,

Denise Raquel Dunning, PhD
Founder and Executive Director

The Rise Up team together on Zoom in 2020

https://riseuptogether.org/new-un-report-highlights-rise-ups-success-working-with-girls-in-guatemala-and-malawi/
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/we_cant_wait_202_years_for_gender_equality#
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/we_cant_wait_202_years_for_gender_equality#


As the world responded to the COVID-19 pandemic, Rise Up Leaders 
adapted and persevered to successfully advocate for 16 new and 
improved laws, policies, and programs, impacting more than 
4.7 million people in Nigeria, India, Guatemala, and Malawi. 

Rise Up Leaders’ achievements in 2020 build upon a decade of 
driving change for girls and women. Since 2009, Rise Up Leaders 
have impacted more than 135 million people by advocating 
for over 120 laws and policies globally, as shown in our 2019 
external evaluation report, conducted in collaboration with the 
Institute of International Education.  

Protecting over 1 million school children from abuse in 
Nigeria by ensuring Lagos schools effectively implement 
the state’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

2020 IMPACTS 
Advancing 
large-scale change

Expanding access to education for nearly 500,000 girls 
throughout India by ensuring they can attend school free 
from harassment

Ensuring the health and safety of 150,000 women and 
children by establishing Integrated Child Development 
Centers in India 

Improving the safety of over 700,000 adolescent girls 
in Malawi by developing systems for reporting and 
addressing sexual violence

Rise Up Leaders’ Key Advocacy Impacts in 2020:

Speaking out for Guatemalan girls’ rights in the UN 
Generation Equality Forum

https://riseuptogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/10YearReport_RiseUp-2019-ONLINE.pdf
https://riseuptogether.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/10YearReport_RiseUp-2019-ONLINE.pdf


“My biggest takeaway from the Accelerator 
was how to take a systematic and holistic 
approach to advocacy...Applying the learnings 
from Rise Up to my advocacy strategy with my 
incredibly supportive team at YUVA, we achieved 
groundbreaking success.”

Alicia Tauro, Rise Up Leader since 2019, India

Alicia Tauro and her organization, Youth for Unity and Voluntary 
Action (YUVA), work with children, youth, and women in Mumbai’s 
informal settlements. With funding and support from Rise Up, Alicia 
and YUVA protected the health and safety of 951,000 children in 
Mumbai. Alicia applied what she learned in the Rise Up Leadership 
and Advocacy Accelerator to create and mobilize Child Protection 
Committees to protect children from harassment and abuse. 
When the pandemic hit, Alicia adapted her strategy to include a 
combination of online and safe community-based activities and 
successfully advocated for the implementation of Child Protection 
Committees across Mumbai.

“Childhood is a golden age in life...Every child has the right to a 
safe and healthy childhood, especially children from low-resource 
communities and urban poor households,” said Alicia.

SPOTLIGHT: 
Groundbreaking Success in India

https://riseuptogether.org/creating-a-safe-environment-for-children-in-india/


We invested in 89 new Rise Up Leaders from Honduras, India, 
Mexico, and South Africa, providing more than 270 hours of 
training on leadership, advocacy, and strategy development. These 
new Rise Up Leaders join our powerful global network of leaders 
across Africa, Latin America, South Asia, and the United States.

2020 IMPACTS 
Investing in 
visionary leaders

Additionally, Rise Up continued to work with local partner 
organizations in Brazil, Kenya, Mexico, and Nigeria to adapt and 
use our Girls’ Voices Curriculum to enable hundreds of girl leaders to 
raise their voices and create change.



“Before my Rise Up training, I didn’t know 
that I needed to have such concrete goals and 
milestones to work towards. Now I can go to any 
government official and tell them exactly what 
I want, how I think it can be achieved, and how 
long it is expected to take.”

Benjamin Yunana Maigari, Rise Up Leader since 2018, Nigeria

With training, funding, and support from Rise Up, Benjamin Yunana 
Maigari and his organization, Africa Media Development Foundation, 
expanded access to education for 224,000 girls in Kaduna State, 
Nigeria. Benjamin developed a policy for implementing free and 
compulsory secondary school for girls in Kaduna, partnered with 
girl leaders to ensure the policy met their needs, and worked with 
parents, teachers, media, and religious leaders to advocate for the 
policy. In September 2020, the Commissioner for the Ministry of 
Education formally approved the policy. 

“To me, girls’ education is the foundation for nation-building, and 
to have played a part in that is my greatest accomplishment,” said 
Benjamin. 

SPOTLIGHT: 
Educating Nigerian Girls, 
Strengthening a Nation

https://riseuptogether.org/meet-rise-up-leader-benjamin-yunana-maigari/


We provided over $600,000 in direct funding to Rise Up Leaders 
and partner organizations to advance the rights of girls and women. 
Rise Up also provided our grantees with flexible funding to respond 
to the crises created by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Additionally, we supported Rise Up Leaders to advocate for the 
rights of girls and women within the global development agenda 
and post-COVID-19 recovery efforts, including by participating in the 
UN’s Generation Equality Forum. 

2020 IMPACTS 
Seeding a global 
movement
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In 2020, Rise Up supported several 
young leaders, including Ixchel 
and Eyleen from Guatemala, to 
participate in the UN’s Generation 
Equality Forum. Ixchel and Eyleen are raising their voices on this 
global platform to advocate for the rights of girls and youth in 
Guatemala and beyond.

SPOTLIGHT: 
Generation Equality

“The challenges young girls face in Guatemala have 
worsened during COVID-19...I had the opportunity 
to raise these issues during a high-level meeting of 
the UN General Assembly on behalf of other young 
girls. Governments should invest more in supporting 
us by increasing healthcare services, enhancing 
services to survivors of violence, and increasing 
access to education.”

Ixchel María José Lucas Adolfo
Rise Up Leader since 2010, Guatemala

“I realized how important it is to work between 
generations and I was able to share the perspective 
of me as a teenager from Guatemala to the 
authorities.”

Eyleen
Rise Up Leader since 2016, Guatemala

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/11/i-am-generation-equality-ixchel-lucas?fbclid=IwAR2j2bqaHv77QQtQsY9GnxiW4kPnVL3jmR8YFE73SaAmScmt5APekvhwNEg
https://vimeo.com/489898560


Financials

Total   $4,175,534 
Contributions

Strategic Partners  $3,640,071

Corporate,    $535,463
Individual & 
Institutional Donors

Total Expenses $4,088,916

Program    $2,511,904

Grantmaking  $771,413

Operating  $440,091 

Fundraising  $365,508

Contributions$4,175,534

13%

87%

Expenses$4,088,916

61%

11%

9%
19%

Strategic Partners

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Cummins Inc.

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Echidna Giving

NoVo Foundation

Public Health Institute

The Summit Foundation

WestWind Foundation



Donors

CORPORATE DONORS
—
Adobe 
American Tower Corporation
Apple 
BlackRock
First Republic Bank
Franklin Templeton
Google
Kaiser Permanente
Matthews Asia
Salesforce
Wells Fargo 

INDIVIDUAL & 
INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
—
Anonymous (16)
Debra Achkire
Lisa Acree
Barbara Adachi
Jessica Albonico
Cortney Allen
Luis Alvaray, in honor of 
Mari Pat Varga
Arthur Ambarik and 
Kelly Barajas
Lilliam Ambroggio
Wende Amerie
Mahesh Amin
Richard and Kathy Anderson
Amanda Arch
Augie Arteaga
Ellen Baldwin

Sheryl Barden 
John Barkidjija
Annelise Bauer
Larry and Judy Bauer
Leah Bayston
Susanne Belshe
April Benavidez
Mary Bevernick
Steve Beyatte
Michèle Bissada
Barbara Bogard
Pam Bond
Shelley Bonelli
Liz Branham
Mary and Matthew Brennan
Bridget Brennan and 
Andres Botero
Kelly Brennan
Peter Bresnan, in honor of 
Mari Pat Varga
Annette and Adrian Brinton, 
in honor of Jodi Morris
William Brooks
Denise Brosseau
Kathleen Burke
Tom Burst
Sharon Bylenga
Kathleen Canepa
Teri Carcano
Ben Cardenas
Leslie Cariani
Ana Casanueva
Loring Casartelli
Joanne Casey

Christine Cassel
Sylvia Castaneda
Eve Castles
James Chandler
Colin Chandler
Cassie Chandler
Michael Chandler
Laurie Charrington
Leanne Chattey
Laura Chavkin
Susan Chen
Vasundhara Chetluru
John Chiatello, in honor 
of Jodi Morris
Kathy Chilton
Kimberly and William 
Chisholm
Margo Choe
Kimberley Clancy
Constance Cleveland-Nolan
Adolpha Cole
Jane and Bill Collett, in honor 
of Kaitlin Chandler
Karen Colligan
Elise Collins
Ashley Colombo
Carrie Coltman
Christine Conklin
Lindsay Corby
Anne-Marie Cordingly
Erika Cramer
Kathy Crowley
Joan D’Ambrosio
Susan Dentzer

Madhurika Dev
Sarah Devany
Derek DeWinter
Nancy Deyo
DiPietro Todd Salon
Patricia Dinstell
Kate Ditzler
Amy Doppelt Trust, as 
recommended by Steve 
Scheier
Sharon Dornberg-Lee
Downey Street Events 
Raquel Dunning
Susan Durham
Kathleen Edwards
Cynthia Eisenberg
Rita Ellis
Karen Elmhirst
Amy Elmore
Andrea Enright
Ann Farley
Carol Felton
Christina Forte
Tay Franklin
Andrew Friess
Vineeta Gajwani
Paola Gianturco
Kendra Gilberd
Tandy Gilliland Taylor, in 
honor of Lee Ann Patterson
Girls Rights Project, as 
recommended by Stacey 
Keare
Girl Up

Monica Girolami
Kenneth Giunta
Lana Gleckman
Antoinette Golbus
Paula Goldman
Debbie Gong, in honor of 
Rosana Han
Nora Gonzalez 
Megan Gorman, in honor 
of Jodi Morris
Jaclyn Graham
Victoria Griffin
Kristi Growdon
Marti Grubb
Lana and Alex Guernsey
Jane Gutman
Kathy Hall
Kelli Hall
Lisa Halsted
Rosana Han
Claudia Harrison
Jeff Hauk
Charlotte Hayes
Victoria Hazard
Karen Henken
Roberto Herencia
Carolyn Herman
Ashlee Hernandez
Christine Hildebrand
Stephanie Hill
Laura Hnat
Tom Hogarty
Leanne Hogie

Heidi Hopper and 
Jeffrey Dean
Karin Horikoshi
Annie Horton
Kip and Sara Howard 
Olivia Howard, in honor 
of Sara Howard
Jennifer Hsui
Crystal Huber
Tiffani Hutton
Hyett Family Fund, as 
recommended by PJ and 
Kendra Hyett
Amy Iftekhar
International Women’s Forum 
Northern California Legacy 
Foundation
Chihiro Jameson
Shruthi Jayaram
Kathryn Johnson
Michelle Johnson
Trevor Jones
Kathleen Joy
Kaeli Kaainoa
Constance Kane
Sally Kasashima
Kelly Katharine
Jean Kayser
Marie Kemmler
Melina Kennedy
Jenn Kenning
Brooke and Todd Kerpelman
Frances Kieschnick, in honor 
of Sara Howard
Stephanie King

Bold indicates that donor is a member of Rise Up’s Leadership Council 



Samantha Kirby
Krista Klein
Diane Knoll
Susan Knowles
Therese Kristensen
Kamila Krupiarz
Signe Kurian
Kimberly Lam
Charlene Larson
Catherine Lee
Jenny Lee
Patricia Lee-Hoffman and 
Steven Hoffman, in honor 
of Bridget Brennan
Maureen Leitch
Susan and Sander Leivy 
Charitable Fund
Judy LeMarr
Idan Levin
Michele Li
Jennifer Lieberman
Lisa Lindelef
Jayne Litoff
Karen Loebbaka
Jane and Harris Loeser
Nicole Lordi
Karen Lott
Christine Ma
Suzanne and Stephen 
MacAvoy
Melanie Macey
Purnima Mane
Justin Mann
Linda Mantel

Carol Marand
Carolyn Marley
Kalle Marsal, in honor 
of Lauren Holtvoigt
Erin Marteal
Emily Martin
Brie Mason
Chelsea Matter
Melange Matthews
April Matthews
Patricia McCallion
Valerie McCann Woodson
Amy McCombs
Diana McDonough
Valerie McGinty
Teresa McGlashan
Linda McKenzie
Susan McLaughlin
Edith Mebiama
Pamela Meigs
Rebecca Meisels
Judy Melamed
Steve Merdinger
Pamela Meyer
Don Meyer
Katya Miller
Catharina Min
Corine Mink
Tanya Monsef
Debra Moriarty
Robert and Jodi Morris
Ali Motroni
Kathleen Mueller

Rachel Mueller
The Laura Ellen and Robert 
Muglia Family Foundation 
Camella Mumm
Marie Murray
Hope Neighbor
Elka Nelson
Jennifer Nichols
Kristin Nicholson
Geoffrey and 
Kathleen Nixon
Helena Nordstrom
Victoria Odinotska
Karen Pajarillo and 
Clement Wang
Sitara Pal
Monika Parikh
Krista Patterson
Lee Ann Patterson
Eliza Patterson
Kendra Perry
Mia Peterson
Kathleen Hodge and 
Jess Petitt
Folake Phillips
Peg Pike
Andrew Pines
Julie Piper
Mary Pittman
Marcia Pizzo and 
Peter Meyers
Mary Jo Potter
Taylor Price
Brogan Ptacin

Donors

Sydney Rainin-Smith
Jeffrey Raz
Nancy Reier
Cheryl Richardson
Theo Rigby
Pauletta Rist
Kathryn Roberts, in honor 
of Hetty Friedman
Amy Robinson
Lena Robinson
Kathleen Robinson
Anne Roley
Jose Romeu
Andy Rothman
Kim Ruffing
Liz Russell
Magdalena Sanguinetti
Gail Schell
Amy Schioldager
Thomas Schmedding
Christina Schneider
Schneider Family 
Charitable Trust, as 
recommended by 
Barbara Schneider
Christy Scrivano
Carol Semrad
Sital Shah, in honor of 
Hasumati K. Shah
Manik Sharma
Meryl Shaw
Audrey Shuster
Andrea Sidorow
Clio Silman

Rebecca Silva
Pamela Silvaroli
Melissa Smith
Corey Smith
Sobrato Philanthropies
Zamira Solari
Kristin Spak
Susan Sprunk
Loretta Stagnitto and 
Ronald Ricci
Lou Stagnitto
Alexandra Steelman
Kimberly Strand
Elizabeth Strong
Christina and Colin Strutt, 
in memory of Deanna Byrne 
and Ruth Catherasoo
Lauren Stupek
Elizabeth Sturcken
Alekhya Sure
Elizabeth Suzuki
Michelle Swenson
Kate Swimley
Cathy Ann Taylor
Jennifer Thomasson
Gabrielle Tierney
David Todd
Madeleine Tomasic
Colleen Toner
Christine Trainor
Mary Trettenero
Ada Tsui
Christine Tucker

Tami Uecker and 
Christopher Ohman
Cary Umhau
Anne Varga
Mari Pat Varga
Christopher Varga
Walter Vernon
Sydney Wachhorst
Paige Wallace
Fong Wang
Rebecca Ward
Richard Ward
Kelly Watts
Melanie Wellbeloved
Wetherby Asset 
Management, in honor
of Michelle Swenson
Colleen White
Shannon White
Amy Whitelaw
Kate Wiener
Nancy Wolfberg
Jackie Wolking
Melanie Yonks, in honor 
of Annelise Bauer
Debrework Zewdie
Diane Ziesing
Catherine Zinn

Bold indicates that donor is a member of Rise Up’s Leadership Council 



Leadership Council

The Rise Up Leadership Council is a committed network of investors 
who champion our mission of building a more just and equitable 
world with and for girls and women. Leadership Council members 
invest their time, talent, and resources to support Rise Up, and 
provide strategic guidance to help us expand our networks and 
impact. 

The Leadership Council is also an active learning community. 
Members learn about the latest developments in gender equity, 
connect with our powerful network of global leaders, participate 
in global convenings, and network with other Leadership Council 
members and the Rise Up community. 

In 2020 Rise Up’s Leadership Council raised critical funds to drive 
change for girls and women, directly contributing $233,456 and 
leveraging their networks to raise over $200,000 more to support 
our work. We are deeply grateful to our Leadership Council members 
for their commitment, support, and dedication to creating a more 
just and equitable world. 

Kathy Anderson
Annelise Bauer
April Benavidez
Leslie Cariani
Vineeta Gajwani* 
Monica Girolami
Rosana Han
Stephanie Hellman 
Heidi Hopper*
Sara Howard
Kendra Hyett

Stacey Keare
Jenny Lee
Lisa Lindelef
Purnima Mane
Jodi Morris
Kathleen Nixon
Gozie Nwabuebo*
Karen Pajarillo
Lee Ann Patterson
Krista Patterson
Marcia Pizzo

Amy Robinson
Steve Scheier
Barbara Schneider*
Amy Schioldager
Loretta Stagnitto
Kimberly Strand
Elizabeth Strong 
Michelle Swenson
Mari Pat Varga
Fong Wang
Nancy Wolfberg

Rise Up’s Leadership Council Members 

* Officially joined the Leadership Council in 2021

Rise Up Leadership Council members with Rise Up Leaders in 2019



© Rise Up is based at the Public Health Institute, a leader in global health and development for over 50 years.

www.riseuptogether.org info@riseuptogether.org @RiseUpforGirls 


